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In this Franklin Classic Storybook, Franklin can count forwards and backwards. He can zip zippers

and button buttons. He can slide down a riverbank by himself. He can even sleep alone in his small,

dark shell. And ever since he was small, he really wanted a pet.
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My son, now almost three, is finally able to listen along to books that are actually interesting. In the

last couple of weeks, we have taken the next step in picture books into books that have paragraphs

on each page instead of just a sentence or a word or two. And in celebration of that, I pulled out the

Frances books by Russell and Lillian Hoban. These books are just a treat, full of subtle situational

humor that any parent can relate to. I'm sure many people are already familiar with these books, but

you might consider picking them up again if you'd like a smile.Frances, a little badger who likes to

make up her own songs, is so quintessentially child-like. She's clever and funny, but like with all

children before a certain age (and what age is it? I'd like to know), it's really all about Frances. She

has a little sister, Gloria, with whom she shares some natural sibling rivalry. And she has a lovely,

patient, very understanding set of Badger parents, Mother and Father, who always seem to know

what to say and do to support Frances but not encourage her natural, but more selfish urges.In A

Baby Sister for Frances, Gloria is just a tiny bundle. Frances's nose is clearly out of joint at all the



attention newborn Gloria is getting:"In the morning Frances got up and washed and began to dress

for school.'Is my blue dress ready for me to wear?' said Frances.'Oh, dear,' said Mother, 'I was so

busy with Gloria that I did not have time to iron it, so you'll have to wear the yellow one.' Mother

buttoned Frances up the back. Then she brushed her hair and put a new ribbon in it and put her

breakfast on the table.'Why did you put sliced bananas in the oatmeal?' said Frances. 'Did you

forget that I like raisins?
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